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T cannot be of much Importance for the 
Reader, to be inform'd who was the Writer 
of theſe Papers: But I have concealed my 
Name, to the End, that the Unworthineſs of the 
Author may not cauſe Prejudice to the Reader: 
well knowing how Men's Writings are valued 
their Names. The Author is ſenfible, that be is 
very unequal to ſo arduous a Taſt; ſeeing ſo many 
worthy and pious Men, who were every way | 
ſuperior to him in Abilities, have wrote and 
differed in their Explanation of this intricate 
Point, Some of which are Dr. Cudworth, 
Biſhop Bull, B:fhop Stillingfleet, Biſbop F owler, 
Biſhop Pearſon, Dr. Wallis, Dr. Owen, and 
Mr. Howe, and that great Man Dr. Watts. 
Therefore with all due Submiſſion to theſe ve- 
nerable Authors, I preſume to throw in my 
Opinion: Knowing that out of the Mouths 7 | 
Babes and Sucklings the Lord will ordain 5 
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7). 
The Subj ect of the following Sheets is the 
Reſult of an impartial Search and Enquiry into 
the true and literal Meaning of the Scrip- 
tures, having divefted myſelf of all prepoſſe ed 
Scbemes on this Topick ; and have labour d to 
underſtand Scripture by Scripture; and if thou 
 findeſt any Thing that ſeems ſtrange unto. thee, 
be not over haſty to condemn it, or the Author, 
but know aſſuredly, be is one that firiveth after 
Tuth as much as thyſelf. © 
Truth has always appear'd to me in Jo 
amiable a Light, and Prejudice and Bigotry in 
ſuch diſmal and deform d Colours, _ that I have 
long been uſed to think it my Duty, upon all 
proper Occafions, to endeavour the Advancement 
of the one, and the eradicating of the other. 70 
N Whether what I have ſaid be Truth or no, 
1 muſt leave the impartial unprejudic'd Chriſtian 
«World to Judge; fo. me it appears ſo; and if 
bave err d, it's with a good Conſcience, and a 
Readineſs to retraft upon ſufficient Conviction. 
"The publiſhing the following Sheets J profeſs 
1s neither Intereſt nor Scepticiſm, neither Ofen- 
tation nor Ill Nature, "out 4 W = of 
Truth. WA 
To conclude, what Reception the follewi ng 
Lines uill meet with in the World,” the Author 
neither knows nor cares, as he writ for no Man's 
Favour, fo be. neither fears no Man's Di/- 
pleaſure : Truth and the Cauſe of Truth ani 
"pure Religion, with. him, ſupercedes all othe 
 Confiderati ons; for the Sake ; & which be i 
3 | cConten 
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ontent to face an Tnquiſitiony, or to flarve in 

2 Dungeon, to be deſtitute, Micted, tormented, 
to wander about in Goat Skins, to be flay'd 
vith" Scourges, or broken on Racks." Lit Ig- 
norance then, or Ill. Nature rage as horri 35 2 as 
it will; let Cenſures and Perſecution purſue me 
e, Neven 10 Death, let my Reputation deſcend. down 
r, Wo ſucceeding Generati ons, branded with all tbe 
Infamy of Hereſy and Miſcreancy ; ; yet while I 
live, there will be ſomething within, will always 


0 deal Peace in the Midſt of a fubborn and per- 
in ¶ verſe World; and beyond the Grave, a God, that 


will one Day reward thoſe that have fufter'd 
all Vr Truth and Righteouſneſs Sake, Thus does 
ent it behove a Chriſtian, thus a Follower of Chriff 1 
to act. 

wn bers ſhall that City fand, whoſe In | 


* ſures, and ſet forth all their new Improve- 
« ments and Acquiſitions in open Day-light, 
« without the Danger of publick Penalties or 
* Reproach ? Where ſhall that happy Race of 
« Men be born, who ſhall ſee Truth with an 
e unbiaſs'd Soul ; and ſhall ſpeak it freely to 
% Mankind, without the Fear of Parties, or 
* the Odium of Singularity ? When ſhall that. 
Golden Age ariſe in Great-Britain, in which 
every rich Genius ſhall produce his brighteſt 
©« Sentiments to the Honour o 7 God, and to the 
* general Profit of Men, and yet fland exempted 
* from common Slander | 1W 2 ſhall the ſacred 
25 Mines of the 8 n be digg d yet Rap | 
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te habitants ſhall traffick in intellectual Trea- | 


APs” 
. rzan ever, and the hidden Riches thereaf, be 
| &« brought out' of their long Obſcurity, to adorn 
„ the Doctrine of God our Saviour? O that 
„ theſe dark and. ſlarmy Days of Party and 
* Prejudice were roll d away, that Men would 
d ence give leave to their fellow Chriſtians to 
Hell out and read ſome antient and unknown 
„ Glories of the Perſan of Chriſt, which are 
© contarn'd in Seripture, and to unfold fom: 
hidden Wonders of his Goſpel ! the Wijſeft of 
Men know yet but in part; and tis alway; 
« hoffible to grow wiſer, ar of leaf on this Side 
« Heaven: But publick Prejudice is a Friend 
to Darkneſs ; nor could Ignorance and Error, 
« wit haut this Shield, have © defended their 
* Thrones ſo long among Creatures of Reaſon, un- 
der the Light of Divine Sun- Beams, 
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Joftrire of the TRINITY, Ge. 


| \HE Words of the holy Scriptures 
are agreed to, by all Parties, on the 
Doctrine now before us, as well as on 


denſes in which we "underſtand them, and here 
ve are divided. - Ever ſince the Chriſtian Re- 
gion began to be under the Conduct of human 
awer, particular Explications of Scripture have 
een | laid down with Anathema's to enforce 
em on the Conſcience of others: How far this 
xs been managed to the Breach of the divine 
Lule, and how far it does extend at preſent 
wong the Profeffors of the Proteſtant Religion, 
RY | ſhall 


other Doctrines; But we have our different 
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Porety 3 in himſelf, and .it ſeems N bt leaſt tt 
me) to be let looſe in many, to the no ſma 
Detriment of Religion in general, and to th 
Sufferings of many gracious Perſons in parti 
cular. However, the Scripture directs us in an 
other Way, ſo far as we have obtain'd, wi 
\ ſhould walk by the ſame Rule; and mind th 
fame Thing, and wherein we are othe 
minded it is God's Work to reveal it” t 
us, Phil. iii. 15, 16. And certain it is, no Per 
ſon or Perſons according to the divine Rule hay 
any Power over the Conſcience of another. O 
this Proteſtant Foundation I'd attempt to off 
the following Thoughts to Conſideration. 
That there is but one God, and that he 
infinite is acknowledged by Chriſtians in f 
neral, every thing then that is inconſiſtent wit 
this Acknowledgment ſhould be expunge 
the Chriſtian Religion: Whether a Trinity c 
Perſons, as expreflive of the Mode of the D 
vine Being 8 Exiſtence, according to the hu 
man Explanations of it is not ſo ; ſhall brief 
be confider'd : Moſt certain it is, every huma 
Explanation, however artful and ſcholaſtick 
may be, it is after all but human, and conſ 
quently but finite; and that Explanation whi 
is finite, muſt be inconſiſtent with an infinit 
God. The Diſcoveries God has made of hin 
ſelf in his Word are the higheſt Diſcoveries» . 
cduan poſſibly attain to here. Obſerve alſo th 
th ente God has made of himſelf in 
* | Wor 
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Word, don't relate to the Manner ind Mode 
of his Exiſtence, but to his Way of ſaving 
Sinners. He that comes to God muſt believe 
that he is, not believe what he is, or in 
what Manner he does exiſt, that is a Secret 
only knowable by, and every way belonging 


ner of our own Exiſtence, how ſhould: we 
then know the Manner of God's Exiſtence? 
The Language of Scripture is, He that gomes 

to God, muſt believe that he is, and that there 


our Lord Jeſus Chriſt; and to know him and 
Jeſus: Chriſt, as ſent by him is Life eternal: 
But no where! in the Scriptures are we required 
to believe in what Way or Manner God does 
exiſt,” Beſides, what could ſuch a Knowledge, 
if poffible, contribute to our Comfort or 
Happineſs, as fallen Creatures? What then 
could be the Riſe of ſuch an Attempt to ex- 
plain the Mode of the Divine Being's Exiſtence, ' 
ain the impoſing of it as neceſſary to be be- 
lied? What, I fay, could be the Riſe: of 
this; but that which the Apoſtle mentioneth, 
2 Te il. 4. vrho oppoſeth and exalteth him - 
ſelf above all that is called God; what an Op- 
poſitian and Exaltation muſt that be to attempt 
to explain that which none by ſearching, can 
find out? None by ſearching i out 
in che Aloiighty i in his Works, fir his: Ways are 
In che great Deep, and his Paths are paſt find- 
2 ho much leſs then in his Mode of 


O70 B | think; 
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to God himſelf, We do not know the Man- i 


is but one God, who is the God and Father of 


EX} uſterice the” very 0 of which, I 


© 
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think, amount to ba leſs than Bliſpheniy: 
Satisfy'd I am, that upon an impartial Search 
it will appear, that three Co- eſſentials, three 
Oo: equals, three Co- eternals, as expreffive of 
the Mode of the one God's Exiſtence, a Father 
unbegotten, a Son begotten, and a Holy Spi- 
rit proceeding, was never known in the Church 
before the Riſe of the Man. of Sin, or the Be- 
| ginning of Antichriſt: Vea, that this hu- 
| man Way of explaining divine Things was the 
| Beginning of Antichriſt. Tis the ſimple Way 
| of explaining or expounding of Scipmare, by 
' Scripture, that belongs to the Kingdom of 
| Chrift; and the other to Antichriſt : ' And our 
4 Proteſtant Reformation, (ſo far as it was, and 
| is really Reformation) was begun, and has 

been carried on, according to the one in Oppo- 
| - fition to the other. And what is it that ſtands 
in Oppoſition to the Conviction of the Jews, 
and to a farther Reformation) but this Anti- 
chriſtian Bulwark? And how is it Hat God is 
conſuming of it, but by i4he:i8picit of His 
Mouth: and he will deſtroy it. by the Bright- 
| neſs of his C pines [this every Belie- 
ver knows. Carine off in his-Meaſure\, for; 
as.@) Work of Reodhtiohv ard! Mubifeſtarion 1s 
carried on, Reformation taltes plate, ande- 
vious Darkneis flies away” nv 31:01 niglggs « 
And here I ſhall attempt to-give a 7 
50 


| Explanation of theſe three-fold Tetoinit 
| lations, perſonal Prope ties, pegel Wel 
Characters, (exhibited, in the Words Which have 
ak n out on che nie the Schools 
Kh | into 


(ar ) 
into three proper Perſons, exiſting in one 
God: And have been authorized by Popes, 
Councils, Synods, and handed down to us by 
Tradition, and age upon us by human 
Authority. | 
Now as Proteſtants we are agreed, that God | 
is one, and that there is but one God, 'one un- 
divided, fſelf-exiſtent and un-originate Being, in- 
viſible and unchangeable, the Creator and Pre- 
ſerver of all Things, whoſe Name alone is Je- 
hovah: And likewiſe that there is but one Lord 
Jeſus, one Mediator between God and Men, the 
Man Chriſt Jeſus ; that is to ſay, the anointed 
Saviour, Andis it not to be lamented, that thoſe 
who agree in. theſe general, and ſubſtantial 
Truths, and all experimental Truths of Serip- 
ture, and Parts of the Chriſtian Religion, ſhould 
ſo widely differ as they do, about explaining the 
term Three, and thoſe Texts of Scripture which 
ſpeak of God under perſonal Appellations and 
Characters? Is not this I fay to be lamented? 
However ſo it is, and with the utmoſt Defe- 
rence to thoſe who differ from me, I humbly 
fay, if thoſe Gentlemen, who are ſo fond of ex- 
plaining the Three to be three Perfons, would 
but let us know what they mean by Perfons, 
we might ſoon diſcover how far we agree, and 
how far we differ; but to attempt to ſcare us 
with hard Names Hereſy and Heretic, if we 
do not fay ſo too, is only to act like thoſe who 
darken Counſel by Words without Knowledge, 
to ſupport that Devotion, the Mother of which 
Is e — "OY Athanafius's Creed as 
| B 2 it 


ture, or ſo much as mention'd, or be thought 


| the Holy Ghoſt. . Treply, and in the firſt Place 


- the other that is begotten : Will this, I ſay, fol- 


; | but as both are unſearchable, ſo that none can 


| in * infinite N ow, as {elf-exiſtent, un-ori= 
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It is call d, or the Determinations of any of the 
Councils, the Council of Nice not excepted, 
ſhould be put on an equal Foot with the Scrip- 


of to ſway in any Controverſy, I know not; 
and if it be not, then let the Scriptures ſpeak by 
themſelves in this Pointas well as in other Points. 
Firſt then, do we find the Term Perſon, as ap- 
ply'd to the Three, in the one God; in the 
Scriptures? 1 ſuppoſe none will aſſert it, why 
then muſt ſuch an Explanation be impos'd on 
fellow Chriſtians? If it beanſwer'd, becauſethere 
are perſonal Appellations and Properties apply'd 
to each, to the Father, to the Word, and to 


I would en grant, there are ſuch Appellations 
and Properties apply d to each, but will it there- 
fore follow that there are three proper di- 
ſtinct Perſons in the Divine Nature? That is, 
three divine intelligent Agents, as deſcriptive 
of the Mode of Exiſtence, the one ſelf- exiſtent 
and begetting; another begotten, and a third 
proceeding, both from him that begets, and 


low ! If this be a Conſequence ſome draw from 
the Premiſſes, I hope thoſe who cannot ſee this 
| Conſequence, muſt not on that Account be 
charg'd with denying the Premiſſes. I own a 
Scripture Trinity, as well as a Scripture Unity, 


unfold either, for who can open and unfold the 
| Mode of three, more than the Mode of one, 


_ ginate, 


d 


(ng) 
ginate, independent and omnipreſent ; as this is - 
the Caſe, I ſay no Man, no body of Men have 
any Power, to explain the three to be three Per- 
ſons, and impoſe this Explication on others 
back'd with the Penalty of being wreck d om 
the Wheel of ighonint Mer s Tongues, as He- 
reticks, to argue that becauſe tis ſay d there are 
three that bear Record in Heaven, &c. . there- 


but a Perſon can bear Record, is no great Difs 

coyery of Truth, as I think; for I anſwer firſt; | 
to keep ſo very cloſe to the Sound of Words, 
may make pretty much for an implicit Faith, 1 
and why not for. Tranſubſtantiation, as well as 
in the Point before us; for it is as poſitively 
and expreſsly ſaid, this is my Body, as it is ſaid 


been confirm d by Councils and Fathers, and 
may we not as well argue thus. That which is 


ve not properly Fleſh. and Blood can't be the Body 
nt Höf Chriſt, but Bread and Wine can't properly 
ird be Fleſh and Blood, except Tranſubſtantiated. 
ad Again, it is ſaid of God, that he repented, and to 


be grieved, ſo that if we take this in a proper 
Senſe, and argue after the ſame Manner, we 


his I ſhall make God a changeable Being; for to re- 
be dan. properly: is to change our Minds; as alſo to 
n a be griev'd is to be under the Power of hay a 
ty, (and argues Changeableneſs. Further, the Eyes 


of the Lord are ſaid to run to and fro, &c.. 
alſo let the ſame, Way of arguing be lame 155 
may we not ſay where there are no Eyes, they 
an' ˖ * ſaid to run to and iro ; 3 but tis ſaid the 

wot Waals 2; It en , 


fore they are three Perſons, | becauſe nothing 


there are three that bear Recon: And it has 


— RD = _ = * 6 
* 


Senſe, as Deſcriptive of his Being ? If not, why 
Ghoſt, be deſcriptive of the Mode of his Ex- 


L Tis caly to. make too bold with the divine 


| Senſe, t 


fay, that the Names of God are empty, are any 
of his Names ſo? And yet he has more than 


ſpoken of either as Father, or under that Cha- 


a ſtrong Tower, and truſt in him without form- 
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ing with our own Eyes! An imp 
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But ſecondly, as to perſonal Appellations tis 
| evident, that they do not always imply proper 


(44) 
Eyes of the Lord do run to and fro, muſt we 
therefore ſay the Lord has Eyes in a proper 


then muſt his bearing Record, under a three- 
fold Diſcovery, - Father, Word, and Holy 


iſtence, even as three Perſons in a proper Senſe ? 
Being, and too daring for a Creature to fay, 


that if theſe three Names don't hold forth three 
proper Perſons, or three Perſons in a proper 


hey are but three empty Names ; this 
I fay is too daring for a Creature; for, will any 


three Names, why then muſt there not be more 
than three Perſons, ſurely every Name of God 
is ſacred; and when we. find the great God 


racter, or as Word, or as Holy Ghoſt, may 
we not adore him as being unto his People as 


ing an Idea of his being, three Perſons in a pro- 
per Senſe? What if Atbanaſius and the Coun- 
cil of Nice have led us in ſuch a blind Way, 
to defend the proper Divinity of Chriſt, and 
the Holy Spirit, muſt we forbear looking into 
the Scriptures without bringing their Expoſi- 
tions with us? If ſo. in this Point, why not infþ 
all other Points, and then farewell to our ſee- 
licit Faith will 


be the Glory of the Chriſtian Religion. 


0 
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Perſonality,” for we find they are given to 
animate Things, as may be ſeen in Exod: 
hap. xxxv; from ver. 10. to 18. XXXVil, 20, 
23. xl. 10, 11. with other Places. Now if 
he Altar, the Candleſticks, and the Laver, 
ave ſuch Honour put upon them on Account 
of their Uſe, and Signification; what abundant 
Reaſon is there for perſonal Appellations to be 
given to the moſt high God, with relation to 
very Mode or Manner of his Working, with< 
ut ſuppoſing proper Perſonality as deſcriptive of 
he Mode of his Exiſtence? Beſides, it is very 
ommon for the P/almijt to ſpeak to, and rea- 
ſon with his Soul, as tho' he and his Soul were 
/ diſtinct Petſons,- P/al, xlii. 11. cxvi. 7. 
e none will attempt to ſay that "David 
8 two Perſons on this Acne why ſhould 
my attempt to apply proper Perſonality ta the 
Divine Being, on the Account of his ſpeak- 
8 to us after the Manner of Men; to be ſure 
here are no more proper Perſons in the Divine 
ature, than there are proper Parts of the hu- 
nan Body, which are 13 often apply d 40 the 
oft High. 

Thirdly, if it be true chat nothing but a 
Perſon can bear Record, then it will follow, 
hat Water and Blood are Perſons," for tis as 
3 aſſerted theſe beat Record, as the 
r. What pity it is that Zeal ſhould have 
0 thach Power to blind the Mind with Preju- 
ioe, that the plaineſt Things can't be ſeen; 
ut a Party Spirit and a worldly Profit are tvro 


inge, on Which a Man may y the every 
—ZmnF;; — 
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Thing, whether he fee or not. However, as 
Truth is Truth let it be found where it will, 
ſo tis worth inquiring. after in an impartial 
Way; this is what 1 have attempted. And 
we find Jehovah is tlie peculiar Name of the 
Divine Being, but he has taken to himſelf 
many other Names, which he has given his 
Creatures a Right to alſo, to | diſtinguiſh em 
one from another; as firſt, particularly the 
Name Father, which when apply'd to the great 
# God, don't divide the Eſſence, Being, or Na- 
ture of God, nor yet diſtinguiſh the Godhead, 
as tho in the Godhead there were a Father, 
which is of himſelf; a Son which is of the Ml © 


Father, begotten of his own Subſtance, or in 2? 

other Words, as tho” the Godhead in the Per- 
ſon of the Father, had à Divine Son diſtinct I b. 
from himſelf, and yet equal with himſelf; to 
whom the Divine Nature, or at leaſt” Perſo- iſ ** 
nality, was or is communicated by the Father A 

in a Way of Generation, which I think is the = 
Opinion of ſome, whom love and value. But O 
as differing from them; I humbly conceive the he 
Name Father is not us'd in any ſuch Senſe; no, rar 


but as the Divine Nature ſtands related to our 
Lord ſeſus Chriſt, and ſo to all given to him, 
Rom. xv. 6. 2 Cor. i. 3, 11, 31. Epb. xiii, 
Jobn xx. 17. With 1 Tim. ii. 5. Thus: God, 
the one Jehovah, is the Father in this Way; the 
great God has the perſonal Appellations of Fa- 

ther, the human Nature of our Lord, having 
no other Father than the Divine Nature to 
which it was united, and without which 
ee eee, TO 10000” Na 


is 
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Union it never exiſted. Now having fix d this 
Idea to the Name Father, as one of the three who 
bear Record in Heaven: In the next Place I'd 
conſider this ſame one Jehovah as the Word, the 
Word was God, which I apprehend don't divide, 
nor diſtinguiſh the Divine Nature, as to the Mode 
of Exiſtence, but is expreſſive of God's Manner 
of manifeſting his Pleaſure and making known Þ} 
his Will to and about his Creatures ; and this was 
in Chriſt, the Word, who is faid to be made 
Fleſh, John i. 14. God manifeſted himſelf in 
our Nature, and thus made known his Will con- 
cerning the Salvation of his Ele, Heb, i. 2. 
2 Cor, v. 19. Here he open'd his Counſel, and 
manifeſted his Will, and thus this one Jehovah 
is the Word, as ſpeaking to his Creatures, in or 
by his Chriſt ; as it is by ſpeaking, and ſo by 
a Word we convey our Minds and Wills one 
to another, even ſo the great God ſpeaks to his 
in Chriſt, in whom he is well pleas'd ; and fo 
as by a Word in our Nature, he conveys to his 
own People, his Deſigns of Grace and Mercy: 


he is the Word, the eſſential Word, who alone 


* can or could ever open his Mind and Will, viz. 
n the Mind and Will of God. — But again, this 
ii. Name one Jehovah is ſpoke of as the Holy Ghoſt, 
30d. nd this may be conſider d as more viſibly own- 
i * ing his own choſen ones, in dwelling in them, 
Fa- in his Temples- thro' his Chriſt, in whom 
Wing uwelleth all the Fulneſs of the Godhead bodily, 


| ol. ii. 9. And thus dwelling in them, as a 
5 hoſt or Spirit, he influences them, implants 

hich , S; 

C Grace 


and thus conſider'd God manifeſt in the Fleſn; 


of Spiritual Life, and opens to them the Mind 


| 
| 
| 
| 
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of God in his Word, the external Revelation 
by his internal Illuminations, 1 Cor. ii. from 
ver, 9. to the End of the Chapter. And thus, 
God the one Jehovah, is the Holy Ghoſt. I 
apprehend not a diſtin& Subſtance, as a pro- 


per Perſon, tho' diſtinguiſh'd by perſonal Ap- 


pellations; it-is true, when God is made men- 
tion of as the Father, or as the Word, or as 


the Holy Ghoſt, there are perſonal Appella- 
tions and Properties attributed to each, which 


I defire humbly to adore, but can't apprehend 
it is to divide nor yet to diſtinguiſh. the Eſſence, 
Being, or Nature of God, as to the Mode of 
Exiſtence, but rather to ſhew that God is per- 


fect, and in one Mind in all the Diſcoveries he 


has made of himſelf, that he is a God in Cove- 
nant, and is diftin& and not 'confus'd in any 


of his Methods in ſaving of his Elect; he acts 


as a Father in all his paternal Care of his Elect, 
as Children he ſpeaks to them as Word, and 


fo he inſtructs and comforts them. He dwells 


in them as the Holy Ghoſt, and operates upon 
them as he pleaſeth, and thus he is as Father, 


Word, and Holy Ghoſt, three in perſonal. Op- 


perations, Manifeſtations and Works, but one 
Being, one in all wherein Divine Power anc 
Glory are undivided, of which I'd ſay with 
learn'd and judicious Author, it is beſt under 
ſtood by believing, and beſt declar'd by adoring 
Again, faith the fame Author, was are 
LEY 4 three 


ee © 99 
e*three, and all three are but one God, and 
et for other Subtilties and curious Inquiries of 
<« buſy, and preſumptious Wits, without and 
te beſide the written Word, I think the Truth 
© of God never was nor never will be beholden 
« tothem.” Without doubt the cleareſt Views 
we can have of this wonderful Diſcovery of 
the one Divine Being, as three that bear Rei- 
cord in Heaven, it is in the Perſon of Chriſt, | 
and the Way of palvation by him, which I ſhall 
juſt glance at, and fo draw to a Cloſe. _ 
. ' As to the Perſon of | Chriſt, there is all that 
is wonderful to be ſaid of him, He it is true, 
is a diſtin& Being, from the one only living 
and true God, one who lives by him as his 
God and his Father, John vi. 57, 2 Cor. xi. 
31. But in ſuch Glory, the Brightneſs of which 
extends itſelf through the whole of Revela- 
tion, and will fill all his Members with endleſs 
Happineſs, for in him dwelleth all the Full- 
neſs of the Godhead bodily, Col. ii. g. | 
Firſt, his wonderful Production ineffable 
both as to Soul and Body, and his Perſon fo 
amazingly conſtituted, as to be one with his 
God and Father; ſo that he who ſeeth him, 
ſeeth the Father, and all Men are to honour 
the Son, as the Father's appointed Way of Sal- 
vation. And he who honoureth not the Son 
honoureth not the Father. And alſo he is fo 
conſtituted to be Head over all Things to the 
Church, the Fulneſs of him who filleth all in 
all. In him the Church, the People of God, 
1 , Wc” thoſe 


0 he was well pleas'd, Matt. iii. 17. 


( 20 ) 
choſe he loved with an everlaſting Love, wets IM 1 
choſen in bim, they were bleſſed with all Spi- 
ritual Bleflings in him, they had Grace given Ne 
them, and were made accepted in him, and Nc 
have all the Promiſes in him, yea and Amen; 
ſo that the one Jehovah, the ſelf. exiſtent Be- 
ing is both the God and Father of our Lord 
Jeſus Chriſt, Eph. i. 3. And in him he is 
alſo the God and Father of all given to him, 
and choſen in him. Hence our Lord told his 
Diſciples, he was about to aſcend to his Fa- 
ther and their Father, his God and their God, 
 Fohn xx. 17. And who can once imagine, 
that our Lord ſpeaks of his Father and his 
God, with any Views to a Plurality in the 
Deity, none, I think, who duely conſider the 
elation as terminating on Chriſt myſtical, as 
-well as perſonal. *Tis evident the great Jeho- 
vah ſuſtains the Character, of God and Father, 
under the Goſpel Diſpenſation, as he did of 
the God of Abraham, Jſaac and Jacob under 
the Legal, and both to expreſs the Covenant 
Relation he ſtands in to his People, which was 
made with his Choſen, even with his Chriſt, 
to whom he bore Witneſs as his Son, in whom 


- + Secondly, his inconceivable Manner of ex- 
iſting and ſubſiſting. There is a Wonder in 
the exiſting and Manner of ſubſiſting of every 
Creature, and the moſt profound have met 
with ſome Things too hard and abſtruſe for 
them in all their Penetrations into N n 
ut 


. 21 ) 

bat with Relation to the Perſon of our Lord 

Jeſus Chriſt, not only his Production, but his 
exiſting and Manner of ſubſiſting is what no 

created Underſtanding can ſo much as conceive 
of ; and therefore his Name is called wonderful, 
and the Angels worſhip him, that is, reverence 
him as being ſo much above them, and all 

our Thoughts can turn upon ; he ſaid himſelf 

that he lived by the Father, this is his own 

Account of the Matter, 1 live by the Father, 


—— 


a- 7obn vi. 57. which denotes ſome eminent and 
d, N peculiar Way of living, but yet it is not an in- 
ae, dependent Living, that's only the Living of the 
his great Jehovah. 


There is but one independent, and our Lord _ | 
Jeſus Chriſt never appropriates that to himſelf, 
but aſcribes it to his Father; but yet he has Life 
rom the Father, and lives ſo by the Father 
that all that lives beſides, lives by him. He is 
he glorious Medium betwixt the ſelf. exiſtent 

Being (for there is but one ſelf-exiſtent Being, 
Pod, or Perſon) and the whole Creation. Pe- 
uliarly he is the Head of the Body the Church, 
he Life of all his Members is hid with him 
n God, Col. ili. 3. and becauſe he lives th 
ive alſo. This is the Record that God ha 
ex-FWiven to us, eternal Life, and this Life is in 

in is Son, 1 Jobn 8 
Thindiy, his early Exiſtence, this leads our 
met Thoughts according to the Scripture Account, 
eyond the Bounds of Time, he was ſet up 
ture, {9m everlaſting, And is expreſsly ſaid to he 

bug 3 ä 
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Beginning of the Creation of God, and the 
firſt Born of every Creature, ſo that he was 
before the Morning Stars who ſang together, 
and the Sons of God who ſhouted together at 
the firſt Appearance. of our Syſtem in all its 
Terraqueous Wonders, Fob xxxviii. from ver. 
; to 12. He was the firſt begotten of the 
ather, who was his God as well as his Fa- 
ther, And as God is inviſible, fo that no 
Man hath ſeen him at any Time, it is this 
only begotten Son of God who is in the Boſom 
of the Father, who hath declar'd him, he be- 
ing the Image of the inviſible God to us. "Tis 
alone in this glorious Perſon our Lord Jeſu 
Chriſt, we have any ſaving Acquaintance withi 
the inviſible Jehovah, he is the Brightneſs o! 
Bis Father's Glory, and ſuch an expreſs Image xi 
of him, that he who ſeeth the Son ſees the 
Father alſo; this Glory he had with the Fathe 
before the World was, he being not only ſe 
up from everlaſting, but brought forth in ſucł 
2 glorious Exiſtence, as to be Head over a 
Things to the Church, and to be before al 
Things; fo that by him all Things confi 
And this early Exiſtence oſ our Lord Jeſu 
Chriſt, as the Man of God's Right Hani 
made ſtrong for himſelf, is what all the Ap 
pearances which we, have diſcover d to us 
the Old Teſtament, together with all the Type 
Promiſes, and Predictions make undeniabſ 
evident; for Either there was nothing exiſt! 
but pure Deity, (which our Trinitarian Brethre 
=. gen 


5 | 
generally believe) or there was exiſting the plo- 
ious Mediator or Jeſus Chriſt, God, Mag, 
and Mediator, by the Production of his Human 
Soul, in Union 7 * the Father from Ever= 
aſting, - If the former, what apparent Contra- 
lictions mult the Scriptures abound with; but 
f the latter, in how eafy a Manner and ad- 
vantagious a Light do all the Parts of Scripturg 
open to an enlighten d Mind, and a judicious 
Obſerver, I might offer many Arguments upon 
his Part of Subject, but two fhall ſuffice; 
and refer the * ( for further Satisfaction 
pon this Argument) to Dr. Watt's' inimitable 
Performances, his viſible Appearances, and his 
ſeful and important Queſtions, 
[Firſt then, either he of whom we his ſo 
any Accounts of in the Old Teftament, was 
Wxiſting or he was not: If he was not exiſting; 
When it will follow that the Things ſpoke of, 
ith Relation to him, could have no real pro- 
Wer Exiſtence, becauſe the Superſtructure can't 
xiſt in a higher Senſe than its Foundation 
loes. And if the Things ſpoke of in the Old 
eſtament, with Relation to Chriſt, had no 
2 or proper Exiſtence, farewel to the Reality 
f the Chriſtian Religion, and eſpecially ſome 
Nag Points of ſome eminent Trinitarians. 
f on the other Hand Chriſt did really exiſt, 
en it will follow, that he exiſted, either as 
bſolute and pure Deity, or as in ſome peculiar 
felation to Deity, that is the one Jehovah; if 
e firſt, then it will follow, that the Deny 1 * 


* 


. 5 | 
both dependant and independant, ſelf-exiſtent; 
and yet will admit of Derivation, the Abſur- 
dity of which, with many other Things, is 
fo apparent, that our rational Faculties muſt be 
as ſtrong as a Bulwark in Defence of the Con- 
fiſtency of the Scriptures, with Relation to the 
Doctrine of the Trinity, as our Senſes are ad- 
mitted to be in the Defence of them, with Re- 
lation to the Doctrine of Tranſubſtantiation: 
If the laſt, every Thing will open in a conſiſtent F 


Light, and the true Chriſt of God, in Op-. I. 
pioſition to all the Anti-Chriſtian Repreſenta- ch 


tions, will appear. The plain familiar Ac- 
counts in the Old Teſtament will not admit, 
much leſs require the common Subterfuges foiy 
their Explanation, all Things in the New * 
Teſtament being plainly repreſented as of God Ml. * 


by Chriſt and for the Church, but no where ah 
mentioned as of Chriſt, nor yet by the Church ie 


ſo that theſe three Particles of Speech, of, by, 
and for, if duly confider'd, would put an Enden 
to a Trinity of Perſons in the Unity of tho | 
Eſſence. "th 5 

But Secondly, this Doctrine of our Lord' 
Pre-Exiſtence does appear with a refulgen 
Brightneſs from his own Teſtimony : I, ſay. - 
he, come down from Heaven, not to do 
mine own Will; I am that Bread whic 
came down from Heaven; I proceeded forty - 
and came from God; I came not of my 5 
ſelf, but he ſent me: And to the ſame Pur ho 
poſe, but more fully, John xvi. 28. I 9 oſſe 
5 TN | Ort 


forth from the Father: Again, no Man hath 
aſcended up to Heaven, but he that came down 
from Heaven; and to add thoſe Words, what 
and if you ſhould ſee the Son of Man aſcend 
up where he was before, theſe, together with 


might be brought in Favour of this Doctrine, 
but let us attend a little to theſe, and ſee -how 
eaſy, natural, and conſiſtent they'l open in 
Favour of this Doctrine: Firſt then, from the 
fore- cited Scripture we have an Account, firſt, 
the Place and Perſon he came from, and ſe- 
condly, the Reaſon of his Deſcent ; with reſpect 
Wto the former of theſe, the Place, and Perſon 
he comes from, the one is ſaid to be Heaven, 
the other his Father, He came down from Hea- 
ven, He came forth from the Father, But 
ould He do either of theſe as God, or as a Second 
divine Perſon ? Can He who is one with the 
Father, who ſubſiſts in his very Efſence, nay, 
rho muſt go to make up his Efſence (accord- 
ng to the common Notion, the three Perſons 

Conjunction make but the one God) can 


a dne ſubſiſting after this Manner, come forth 
EY rom the Father, which implies not only a 

q iſtinction of Perſons, but a Diſtance of Place, 
"Hick s wide as Heaven and Earth, as real as being 


vith the Father there, and being with us here; 
Weſides is it poſſible, according to our Concep- 


— on of Things, that he, the ſecond Perſon, - 
"Who is, according to the Trinitarian Scheme, 
* ofleſs'd of all divine PerfeQions, Supremacy, 


D Omni- 


numberleſs more Paſſages of Scripture, which 


( 26) 
Omnipreſciency, and the like; can he, I ſay, 
who fills Heaven and Earth with his Preſence, 
who is infinitely extended through Length, 
Breadth and Depth, be ſaid to come or go? 
Can he who fills all in all, be more in one 
Place than in another. Can he, who is Hea- 
ven itſelf, come down from Heaven? Beſides, | 
let it be confider'd who was it that we ex- 
pected from Heaven, who was it that was 
promiſed upon the Entrance of Sin, not a 
| ſecond Divine Perſon, but the Son of Man, 
not an abſolute God, but the Meſſiah ; . but 
this Meſſiah is acknowledged to be God Man, 
therefore if he came down from Heaven as 
ſuch, he muſt pre-exiſt in his human Spirit . 
or Soul, — But this will be ſtill more plain, ih 
if we add the other Part of our Lord's 
Account, namely, that he was ſent by the 
Father, that is, ſent from Heaven to. Earth, 
by the Divine. Being. For every one ſurely 
will ſee, that a ſecond Divine Perſon cannot be 
ſent, therefore it muſt turn upon the Huma- 
nity of Chriſt; and if Chriſt was ſent from 
Heaven as Man, certain it is, he muſt pre- 
exiſt as ſuch in his Soul, becauſe he could be 
the Subject of this Miſſion upon no other Prin- 
ciple: but we go on, Secondly, to conſider the 
Reaſons of his coming, and that was to do 
the Will of his Father, but this implies a 
Diſtinction of Perſons, not of Divine Perſons, 
whoſe Wills would be the ſame were there ten 

Thouſand of them, but Chriſt can have no 
„„ Te |- + > anne 


0 70 
diſti net Will from the Father except as God 
Man, or the Man in Union with God, what 
therefore is the Conclufion, — That if Chriſt 
came down from Heaven to do the Will of 
his Father, he had then ſuch a Will as could 
render him ſubject to the Father; but if Chriſt 
did not exiſt as Man from everlaſting, there 
could be no ſuch Diſtinction of Wills; again, 
one who undertakes to fulfil certain Condi- 
tions, implies Inferiority, and therefore a Mind 
1 wes of ſtooping to the Terms propoſed by 
perior; Vat What is there of this in the 
Doctrine of three Divine Equals, and conſe- 
Wquently what Baſis for ſuch a Tranſaction, as 
an eternal Compact. If the Son poſſeſſes a 


1 Vill capable of objecten to the Will, of the 
4 Father, | cannot be as an eternal gn. vix. 
e ſecond 85 25 Equal, or God, for as ſuch 
bo he is the Object Bean, and has the ſame 
12 Vill as the other D vine. Perſons : ; unleſs our 
wy rinitarian Brethren will aſſert, that God is 


oth the Object, and the Medium, which no- 
wg can be. more conttadictory 5; therefore 1 
al 


95 cloſe this Ar pumicnt 1 with the Words of 
be In ingenious Aue, no lower Nature, no 
pou 7 ano Man, o umanity : | they 

4 probably | think it ſufficient that they 
4 , dert ine Pre- xiltence. of the Son as a Second 


WR Perſon, but. alis, 

F the eſe Divine Perſons, what would follow 
rom thence, only i God pre-exiſted, but not 
hriſt; for the ediator, by. their own Ac- 
| D2 Kknow- 


ö 

-  knowledgements, is a complex Being, God- 
Man, therefore if the Humanity was not pro- 
duced from everlaſting, in Union with God, 
there could be no Pre- exiſtent Mediator, no 
Chriſt till Veſterday, the Period call'd the In- 
carnation, Upon the whole then, we ſee it 
is the Doctrine of the pre- exiſtence, that muſt 
make our Trinitarians conſiſtent with them- 
ſelves, for ſure no Scheme whatever has 
brought ſuch a Darkneſs or thrown. the Word 
of God into ſuch a Confuſion, as this Trinitarian 


Scheme has: neither was t. ere ever any Scheme 
cloy'd with fo, many ſelf ContradiRtions, In- 
conſiſtences, and ridiculous Notions and Abſur- 
dities as this Scheme is, ſome of which we 
| ſhall hereafter take Notice of; but by the Way, 
upon Ut Plan of Eaffte z, War LR) 
plain, and eaſy do the Scri tures appear: By 
admitting this Doctrine, We find a. proper Sub- 
ject for local Motion, an actual Change of 
Place for coming, and being ſent, for dying 
and for ſatisfying, and the like. But now we 
ſhall proceed to diſcover ſome of the Incon- 
= fiſtences. and Abſurdities, the Trinitarian Hy- 
potheſis leads us into, "Firſt, we'll examine 
= their Definition of the Word Perſon, as ap- 
plied by them to what they call different Sub- 
fiſtances in the Divine Eſſence; each Divine 
Perſon with them is an individual intelligent 
Agent, a teal ſubſiſting Perſon, an Hypoſtaſi 
and Individual that” neceſafily” bxilts, "and i 
independent in reſpec of Perſonality ;. now this 
is the juſt Definition of the Word Perſon, 1 
f . vt 4. : cor A 
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cording to them, and if there be three ſuch 
as theſe, we muſt conclude from their own. 
Premiſes, there are three Gods ; for whatſoever 
neceſſarily exiſts and poſſeſſes all divine Per- 
fections, muſt upon thoſe Principles be God. 
Now if there be three Perſons in the Godhead, 
and each of theſe Perſons neceſſarily exiſt, and 


n- Il poſſeſs. all divine Perfections, and are indepen- 
nas dent in reſpect of Perſonality, the Conſequence 
rd of which let any in the Uſe of their reaſonable. 
ian Faculties judge. Again, that our Brethren 
meWare Tritheiſts, will appear, if we examine the 
[n- Words of their great Cham pion Dr. Vaterland, 
ur- his Words are theſe, Father, Son, and Holy 
we Ghoſt, ſays. he, are three Perſons, every one 
ay, {Wfingle God, (he adds indeed if any. can recan-. 
ral, ¶ eile ſuch contradictory Propoſitions) and alto- 
ByMWgcther one God, We have here then, by the 
üb · ¶ Doctor's Acknowledgment, three Perſons, every 
.. of one of which is ſingly God; the plain Conſe- 
ring Mquence of which muſt be, that there are as 
,welWmany ſingle Gods, as there are Perſons, be- 
on- cauſe each of theſe Perſons, in his own Terms, 
Hy- Js ſingle God; let us then only enquire upon 
aine this Syſtem, how many ſingle Perſons there 
ap- are, and that which anſwers the Number of 
zub · erſons will give us the Number of Gods; and 
vine to corroborate this, I wou'd add this one Re- 
gent ark, that the Trinitarian Definition of the 
aſi Divine Being in the Bulk, as conſiſting of 
d brbree Divine Perſons, is. the very fame that 
thithey give of one Divine Perſon ; conſequently 
ord- 


halo oc. —— IT 


therefore as every perſonal Diviſion of God- 
head involves as much as the whole Godhead } 
itſelf, thoſe ſeveral Diviſions, were there three 
Hundred of them would make an equal Num- 
HE er rt oa Obes: wr 

Another of their ridiculous Abſutdities is 
that of one Divine Perſon obeying and ſuffer- | 


ing, to make Satisfaction to another Divine MP" 


Perſon. God or Father, Son, and Holy Ghoſt } 
are equally offended, but one of the Perſons, | 
Fbamely the Second, who is equally offended Bi 
with the other, he takes upon him to obey, to 
faffer, to ſatisfy to the Father. Now let jt be 
obfery'd 'hete, that he who gives Satisfaction, 
has the ſame Claim with him who' receives ; 
now 1'won'd fan know of theſe Gentlemen, 
who it was that ſatisfy'd the fecond Perſon's 


Jaſtice? 1 ſuppoſe. they can anſwer it no Way 
but this, that he ſatisfy'd to himſelf ; if fo, 
then the ſecond Perſon, was both the Object and 
the Medium; the Abſurdity of which who ſees 
not, but pray all this while what, becomes. of 
the Spirir's Juſtice, who krete that * Why, 
1 ſuppoſe the ſecond and third Perſons, they 
ate ſo conde ſcending to part with their Rights 
of Juſtice. | wy ba ** ; 455 of ph " i 
Another Remark I would make upon this 
confug'd Scheme. And that is, according to 
them, that one Divine Perſon is poſſeſß d of as 
much as the entire three in ConjunCion ; if 
this be a Principle with the Trinitarians, as it 
undoubtedly is, then it follows of Courſe ye 
Il : 485 this 


— 


(37) 
_ Ichis Diviſion. of the Godhead, is dane 
Ineedleſs, it follows upon their own Explication 
of a Divine Perſon, : Becauſe one poſſeſſing, as 
much as three, two of them are — 

ſuperſeded and cut off. | 
But again, with Reſpe& to the Mediator, 
Wit is aid God put his Spirit upon him. God 
Wnointed Jeſus of Nazareth with the Holy 
Choſt, and that God gave the Spirit to him 
ithout Meaſure, our Trinitarian Brethren I 


Woppoſe won't deny; ; that Spirit and Holy 
hoſt here, are the Game with what they call 


VB: tid Poo in the Godhead; ; this being, 
n nth, let them ſee how Accounts agree, 
0. what they themſelves allow concern 
my ng the Mediator, that he is originally poſſeſs d 


f all the Fulneſs of the Godhead; or, ſe- 


1 Wondly, with their Notion of the Spirit, as a 
fo. hird divine diſtinct Perſon: For if, accord- 
and ng to the firſt Principle, he is originally and ab- 
ſees lutely poſſeſs d of all Divine Fullneſs, what 
\ of Peed can there be, or rather what room is 
hy here for the Addition of a third Divine Per- 
hey en? And if, according to the Second Prin- 
hits öple, the Spirit of God be a third divine Per- 


on, what Sort of a Notion ſhall we be obliged 
0 form, both of Chriſt and the Spirit, (as an 

ngenious Author ſays) while we are taught to 
Pelieve that one Divine Perſon is put upon 
1 nother Divine Perſon, that the ſecond Divine 
W Is anointed. with the third Divine "_ 
on, 


dation, of the three being altogether but one 
God, and yet to be worſhipped diſtinctly, If 


Was no God! in Heaven, nor Earth; in Heaven 


wore 


2 


fon, and that God giveth one Divine Perſon 


without Meaſure to another Divine Perſon, | 
Once more, the Trinitarians have ſplit the 


: Divine Being into three Parts, and have ſet : 
him up as three proper Perſons, and have 


eſtabliſh'd diſtinct Worſhip to be paid diſtinctiy 
to theſe three. Now upon their own Foun- 


ſay, the Conſequence will be, that they wor- 
ſhip no God at all. I prove it thus, when 
they pray to the Father, they don't pray tof 
God but to one of the Parts, or Perſons in 
God; ſo when they pray to the Son diſtinct, 


they don- t pray to God, but only to the ſecondſ 


Perſon in God, becauſe all the three in Con- 
junction make up but the one God; and pray- 

ing to part cannot be praying to the Whole 
To which I may add, what the Apoſtle ſays, 
that God ſent his on Son. Now according 


to the Trinitarians, all three Perſons are but 


the one God, therefive God did not. ſend hi 


Son, but it was one of the Perſons ſent another 


of the Perſons; one of the Perſons call'd the 
Father, ſent the other call'd the Son, and the 
Holy Ghoſt he ſtands Neuter. Again, God 
ſent A Son, and if this Son be a Trinitarian 
Son, VIS, a Foy” Divine Perſon in God, then 


upon this Foundation, that the three in Con- 


junction are but the: one God, the Conſe- 
quence will be, that when Chriſt came, there 


there 
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on in Heaven there could not be, for one of the 
Parts which muſt be added to malke up the 
he Godhead was here below; on Earth God Was 
ſet not, for two Parts of the Godhead were abſent; 
vell they were in Heaven. —And another very 
ty confiderable Argument the Trinitarians give to 
in ¶ prove their Triune God, and that is, God made 
nel Man in his on Image, therefore if God be a 

I Trinity, and Man his Image, then Man muſt 
or- be an Image of that Trinity. Well then, to 
1enfWſay no more to this Argument, if there is any 
te Analogy or Agreement between the Image and 
inſhthat which it is an Image of; it muſt of con- 
ct, equence follow, that as there are three Per- 
2ndlfons in one God, ſo there are three Perſons 
on- In one Man, which to common Senſe nothing 
an be more ridiculous. If Man be an Image 
of God, he is ſo as to his Mind, for God is 
ot a Body, nor has a Body as a Conſtituent 
df his Being, becauſe Body is imperfect, and 
od has no Imperfection. And tho' Bodies 


hire, in the remoteſt Senſe, Images of God, be- 
her MPauſe they are, and not of themſelves, there 
the ore the Conſideration of them points out to 
theWs God their Author; yet Man's Body is not, 


n Image of any Thing different in God, or a 
Perſon or Co- equal to the Mind, but quite of 
nother Nature, more ignoble and baſe. So 


on- Ihen we will conſider the Mind for the find- 
nſe · Ig out of this Image, where we may in- 
here N. find ſeveral Modes of thinking, as di- 
wen 


& thinking on a Thing, reflecting on 0 | 


FEY 


een Thoughts, and the Acts of our Win | 
&b6ut what we think on; or in fewer Words, | 
Underſtanding, Conſcience, and Will, which | 
one make a Trinity of, but have not well | 
donſidered the Matter; for Underſtanding and | 
Cofiſcience differ not but in reſpect of the 
Object, knowing one's own Thoughts being | 
Underſtanding, as much as knowing any 
Thing elſe; 15 that in a Mind there is pre- 
ciſely but a Duality, or two- foldneſs, Un- 
derſtanding and Will which will not vo the 
Buſineſs for three. And as theſe are not 
ſo much as two Perſons, much leſs can they 
be call'd a Father and Son, or either of them 
the Product of the other. And leaſt of 
all can there be found a third; that is, 
neither Father nor Son, but ſomethin g elſe, 
and (for Contradiction- Sake) the ſame, 
No, theſe and what other F aculties we find 
in dur Minds are eſſentially one Perſon or 
Mind, the one Thing Cogitation; but to con- Ne. 
fider the Soul the Image of God in a Uni- 
tarian Senſe, it will appear very conſiſtent 
and agreeable to that which it is an Image 
of, ſuppoſing the Underſtanding, Conſcience 
and Will to be three diſtinct, which I can't 
allow: Firft, as no one can tell the Mode 
of God's Exiſtence, ſo neither can any un- 
fold the Modes of the Soul's Exiſtence: Se- 
condly, as God is but one numerical ing 
Being, yet acts or manifeſts Himſelf in 2 
three fold Way\ or Manner, as Father, Word, 


and 


( 35 ) 
and Holy Ghoſt, ſo in like Manner the Soul 
is but one fingle Being, or intelligent Agent, 
yet it acts or diſcovers ite in a Saen ol 
Way or Manner. 

But before I diſmiſs this Part of. the ab 
2 can't — — rat a — as Dr. 


| upon between — | owing 1 
= What is the Trinity 2 1 noy 7 
i Whath become of the three working ad extra, 
Is all the Trinitariaus ſpeak? The third Per- 
Jon (as they term it) is now become a Wit- 
els, .o that he is not a Party or Agent im- 
is, Nvediatly concern d in the Covenant; and in- 
Need 1: mold: .confefs- there is no better Place 
; or this ' imaginary Perſon, { than what 'this 
WGcotleman' has allign d him; but how the 
WDotor got his Jotellignnes of this Affair I muſt 
aye him to diſcover, Sure I am. it was nat 
: rom: the Bible. 8. His o: 
ob chat the Lord would open bis 4 — 
yes, to ſee, how they — ords 
not found in Speer to no Purpoſe, except 
be to confound the Minds of one another. 
Ferſon, Trinity, Co- eſſential, Cœleternal, Co- 
aal, - with Tein. of unſcriptur Jargon, 
Fhich well all conſume away with the Spirit 
Chriſt's Mouth, ant be) deſtray u with "the 
rightneſs uf his Coming. 6197 Bao 
e d bene anetuion' da. 'few- among the. 
_ E 2 many 


36) 


many Inconſiſtences and Abſurdities which abe 


the Trinitarian Scheme, and what remains 
ſhall be referv'd till the next Opportunity. it 

I ſhall now take Notice of ſome of the b 
Conſteences that our Brethren - may imagine = L 
do follow-our Scheme of Explanation, : Firſt, o 


ſay they, you deſtroy Perſonality, and ſo are 


Sabellians. Secondly, ſay they, you deny fr 
Chriſt's Divinity, and ſo are Arians, to which tt 
I anſwer we are neither. But T'll prove the. ſo 
Ttinitarian both Arian and Sabellian. Arian to 
We are not, becauſe we account for the ſu- {a 
Rs Divinity of the Mediator, in a Way F: 
very different from what is common with th 
them, and likewiſe in a different Way from G. 
the Frinitarians; the Divinity of our Media- fa 
tor is the ſupreme Jehovah), not ati' inferior ; th: 
and ſubordinate Deity, as is the Arians; not pre 
a ſupreme God begotten of another ſupreme W 
God, as is the Trinitarian; our Mediator's D. the 
Vinity is: not a Begotten, Derived one. No wh 
there is but One ſupreme Being; God, or PerWMaſcr 
ſonſb and this is; che Father, ve to this Diving diff 
Being was Jeſus Ohri iſt ineffably united, unit that 
ed to him in ſo intimate a Manner, ſo as td ſup} 
be as it were Partner with with him in billſthe! 
Pioinſty; Olriſt Rarids) in the very Centre 0 * 
Deit 5 ttakingnof the Divine Fulined, 'folfffihe 
the/Fellpelsiwofyithe Godhead dwells in hin wy 
body ll chat is God lis the GodHead of out 0¹ 
Lord Jeſus, not a Trinitatlan Deity, - that infin 


Otte Part@gt of three; Chriſt united tb aſfecon 
A & | Per 


A 


| (37) . 
o i Perſon ; the Text ſays, all the Fullneſs of the 
13 | Godhead ; the Trinitarian's Scheme ſay no, 
it was one of the Perſons that dwelt in him 
bodily; allowing the. Trinitarians do own the 
Divinity of Chriſt, it is but a very ſhallow 
one. Again we find, that in the Days of 
Chriſt's Fleſh, he ſtood in need of Supplies 
from his Godhead, and accordingly he applied 
chereto; and did he apply to the ſecond Per- 
ſon to which our Brethren ſay he was united 
an to? No, he apply'd to the Perſon whom we 
ay he was united to, and that was to the 
Father; we find likewiſe, that he attributed 
che Power of his working Miracles to his 
Godhead, not to a Second Divine Perſon; but 
gays he, it is my Father that dwelleth in me, 
or that doth the Works. Dr. Watts has ex- 
no preſsd himſelf: entirely of this Sentiment, his 
Words are theſe. It muſt be obſerved, that 
chere is not any Place in the New Teſtament; 
where the miraculous Works of Chriſt are 
aſcribed to any diſtinct Godhead of his own, 


ivind different from the Godhead of the Father 
unit that dwelt in him; and tis not reaſonable to 


ti ſuppoſe, that Chriſt would always have uſed 


n bhitheſe Modes of ſpeaking and attributing his 
e n Works to the Father and his Spirit, if 
fone himſelf had another Godhead diſtinct from 
-hinthe Father: for why ſhould his miraculous 
2 orks be attributed to the Aids of another 


nfinite Spirit, which was not united to the 
Man Jeſus, and never be aſcribed at all to 
C that 


(38) 
3 — Spirit, which be is Tuppoſed. e be 
unit 406 £ iii 2 
In angther Plate he ſays, bes our Saviour 
nl wat his Diſeiples ſbauld leaye him 
aloe: He adds, Fabnixvi 32 And yet(I | 
am got alone, decauſe the Father is with me: 
Now if bis Godbead had been diſtinct or dif. 
ferent from the Godhead of the Father, he 
needed not tbe Pr of the Father with 
him for his Support, his on Gadhicad would | 
have: been aH Cnr Bat if bis own 
Ghdhead be the fame with that of the Fa. 1 


— {1 8 5321 1600 


ther,” then chere is no Difficulty in his Ex- Hior 


prefiian. 'He adds, if the Divine Nature of 
Chriſt be another diſtinct ſpiritual Feing,. orf 
other Spirit; this apprbaches ſo near to 
ine of another Gd, that it is very bacdl 3 
= to diſtinguiſh it. For ſo far as our Ideas off 
Arlthmetick and Reaſon can reach, this ſeems | 
cee a plain Truth; if one infinite: Spirit be 
ene God, two or three infinite Spirits nnuſt be 
two or three Gods. der Dr. Watt scuſefu] and 
important Queſtions: oO och mon 18215116 
But again, our Lord's Agony in the Garden 
and his bitter Dereliction on n. Croſs,” in the 
Garden we find him praying ta his Father; on, 
the Croſs crying to his Fathers ſutely if the 
ſecondPerſon had been his Godhead, he would Mus 
havk inyoked tlie ſecond Perſon; upon the 
whiole ; then, _ Trinitarian Divinity ** 0 
imaginary ono. bad enn Hoi nn 


81 v5 | f 318 _ A” a ham. 
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t ir is an Arian one, the ſecond perſon 
addetieed begotten God, therefore not dermal 
4 dhe Father is etetnal, fo in Nature tha 
Father muſt be before the Son ; him that beo 

Nets defore him that was begotten, there ſore 


be Trinitarian may as well peak out and jonfr 
f. Hands with the Abiaus, ot elſe they never cat 
ne e conſiſtent with themſelves; for Chriſt an 


th. N 
ly , 


ting 


Inc Mites God out of his Subſtance what - 
SA call an eternal Generation, or Origina- 
which never began to be generated br 
Inginated, that which never began to be do- 
Ig was never done, or finiſhed ; ſo that ster 
Wa! Generation will remain to be ternal Non- ; 
Wnfe, or a Contradiction as much as eternat 
reatien. But Nonſenſe and Abſurdities theſb 
"l6ve.- To take Notice of all the ſhock 
g Abſardities which attend! this Part of the 
rgurent; would fill a Vdlume! But for ful 
er Satisfaction, I refer the Reader to Dr. Rids 
"W's Body of Divinity, and Dr. 9 uſefub 
A important Queſtions. | in wid 104 
gat again, once mote befoft 1 diſmißd ils 
Art of the Argument,” I muſt have one Sttoke 
fe ft our” Trinitafians, I have -allow'd:thaw 
arters upon the Arian Syſtem. But 1 fear 
we follow: them cloſely, we halt drive both 
ian and DTrivifriin,; © to their Wits End for 
ef they! En firſt demonftrate the certain 
8 — Exiſtence of che 80m) dels 12 
IvIne 


or leſs than one God ſaprenie, "IK 


Lg 


30d te be begotten of the Father, "is no mor 
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Divine Perſon, inſtead of being Advocates for 
the Divinity of Chriſt, they l at laſt be 
found to be the very Perons who, rob bim f | 
| 


of it. HII : 08 ai Soc 1 ; 
Therefore upon the whole, with reſpect of 
the Divinity of * Chriſt, as founded upon his 7 
Union with the Father, it appears with pecu. f 
liar Luſtre above what is prepos d him in the C 
common Way; the. Reaſon is, - becauſe the : 
Divinity;there attributed to Chriſt, being mete- 
ly the Divinity of the ſecond Perſon, and that 
Perſon himſelf, and conſequently his Divinity 
a Derivation from the Father; therefore a Di- | 
vinity only in the Sireatosg and not in the 
Fountain. ii 9 20 8% 
But now I go on to prove che Trinitariand 
are the only true and proper Sabellians, ani 
that in the Words of a judicious, Author: The 
thtee Perſons in the Godhead, ſay they, ate on. 
ly three different Modes, or three differen 
Ways, in which the one God ſubſiſts; the 
Father therefore is God, not with reſpect if tt en 
any eſſential "Difference in Reſpect of DeitzM''? 
bu barely with Regard to a Circumſtance o 
Mode, call'd Paterhity.;-the, Son he is God 
not that he poſſeſſes-anpther, or lek Deity, thafHfom 
the Father, but barely with reſpect to a pes 
ſonal Mode, which they choſe to term Fili: 
tion; the Holy Ghoſt he is God, not fron 
any Differences or: Inequality; in the; Divine El 
ſence (for that they _abſoluely. diſclagqm) b 
purely witch regard to n 50 Circum 


ſtan , 


1 


Fa 
G 
Is t 
Fil 
IS 2 


aye 


Tf) 
ſtance, call'd Proceſſion, this I think is the plain 

and juſt Repreſentation of the Trinitarian Hy- 
potheſis; if ſo what 1s the Conſequence? 
Why, thoſe that maintain this Syſtem are com- 
plete Sabellians; the Reaſon is, becauſe Divi- 
nity according to their own Confeffions is till 
the ſame, and the Difference between what they 

call the three Perſons, conſiſts only in ſo may 
Modes of Exiſtence, they are neither of them 
another, viz. a different God, but they are 
ſeverally the ſame Godhead, ſubſiſting in dif 
ferent Forms; the Father is by them ac- 
WJ knowledged to be the Fountain or Original, 
++. but all that is faid beſides that, is, that the 
Father has re-produced his own Being, or 
W Godhead, under other modal Exhibitions; that 
Wis to ſay, with the additional Circumſtances of 
Filiation and Proceſſion, the Godhead obſerve 
is always the fame; there is but one Divine 


wt: Eſſence, the Difference with Reſpect to Perſo- 
i + ality, is, only that this one Godhead, or Eſ- 
7 1 ence, ſubſiſts under a triple Mode, or in other 


ords, that the ſame Divinity is repeated in 
a three-fold Manner of Appearance; then from 
hat has been ſaid it plainly appears, that our 
W-ommon Trinitarians are Tritheiſts, or Arians, 
r Sabellians, or all together, if it is poſſible 
or three ſuch contraries to meet in one Scheme. 
Therefore to Sum all up together, the Doctrine 
f the Trinity, apparently diſparages the Scrip- 
ures to thoſe that ſuppoſe it reveal'd therein; it 
nakes the Book of God repugnant to the na- 

e <2 F — tural 


OContradictions, that we ſhould ſee Things | 


WM <qual; fo that here there are two Equals, and] 


(42) 
tural and ſpiritual Underſtanding God has given 
his People, unſuitable to the Mind of Man; 
contrary and diſagreeing with itſelf, reflecting 
hard upon God, and Chriſt making them ſpeak | 


8 double and fingle in the ſame Glance; they al- 
= iow Jeſus Chriſt to be the ſupreme God, yet 

him and the Father are equal; by the ſame 
Rule they muſt allow the Father to be the 
ſupreme God, and yet him and the Son, are] 


two Supreams, which for all that, are but one. 
And this ſurpriſing Reaſoning is charged upon 
the Word of God, and this Doctrine not only] 


degrades the Scriptures, but it commendeth the ior 


blind Traditions even of Antichriſt himſelf; it is 
well known that the Proteſtants generally agree 


that the Pope, as the Head of the Roman Apo- 


ſtacy, is the Man of Sin; and it is well know! 
that the Popes and the Church of Rome do hold 
the Doctrines of the Trinity, and the Perſon off 
Chriſt, juſt as the Proteſtants do; and they andi 
the Proteſtants both do count theſe Doctrinesſ 
the Fundamentals of their Religion, ſo that the 
Proteſtant, Trinitarian agree with Antichriſt in 
Fundamentals. But it is very unlikely that Anti- 
chriſt, or the Man of Sin, .that wicked one, ac- 
cording to the Deſcription of him, 2 The. ii. 2. 
is ſuch a one that holds the Fundamentals of 
true Religion, ſound and uncorrupted; and 1 
the Popes and Church of Rome are ſound in 
the Fundamentals of Chriſtian Religion, it wil 


-» 


( 43) 
be a hard Matter for Proteſtants to prove them 
Antichriſt. 55 


Author I ſhall cloſe this Eſſay. — Since the Di- 
ine Being has made an Advance upon Revela- 
ton, and we are fo happy as to poſſeſs his fulleſt 
t {Wand laſt Diſcoveries, it is eaſy to ſee that our 
Faith is to be regulated by this Standard; and 
to correſpond with it, it isAherefore only the 
vain Philoſoppy of the Schools on this Head, 

Which I am diſpleas d with, and reject; and 
ot the ſound Divinity of the Word, in Refe- 
Wrence to Father, Son, and Holy Ghoſt, con- 
riving and managing the great Aﬀair of Salva- 
ion. If it be aſked what is this ſound Divinity? 
15 anſwer, that we not only know and acknow- 
edge thoſe two great Perſonages, the Father 
Ind Son, or one God, and one Mediator, as 
anding in the Relations, and diſcharging the 
orks by which they are ſpoken of in Scrip- 
Jure, but that we depend upon this one God, 
nd one Mediator; or which is the ſame for 
ubſtance, upon God in Chriſt, for every Thing 

eceſſary to preſent Comfort, and everlaſting 
appineſs: And when I have ſaid this, it will 
e readily ſeen, that I deſign to ſecure them all 
hat Tribute of- Praiſe, which atiſes to the Di- 
1. 2. Fine and Mediatory Beings, from their Concerns 
s ol the Work of Salvation; that God is to be 
nd ifgarded and hononr'd as a Father, with reſpect 
d inp Grace, and as the Word, with reſpect to the 
wil lanfeſtation of that Grace, and as a Spirit with 
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to Power, or as the Source and Foun; 


ref! 
15 of alt gracious Deliberations, Settlements 


nd Influences; and that the Son is to be be- 
Jews in and depended, upon as the only Me. 
dium of Acceſs to, Communications from, and 
Acceptance with the Divine Majeſty, — The 
Man. 1 40 believes theſe Things with denden, 
+ makes Profeſſion of them with his Mouth; 
borrow: the Apoſtle' 8 Expteſſions, whether 
he knows any Thing of the Schemes and Hy, 
_ pathelis of wi, Schook, (which in the Language 
_ © of:Sexipture, | are the Inventions and Fradition 
.of Men) or, not: I ſhall. alway s be ready te 
conta Chriſtian, and treat as a Brother, and 
mall think bis Right to Communion in thi 
World, as juſt as his Title to Heaven in the next 
And as Wald as that of another, who can 
chrongh. all the metaphyſical Diſtinctions, b 
Which the Learned have rather. mad tha 


Shia LE * e . ** ag. 


I TT a — 9 wk m : 9 5 11 TY 
e will be ITS 
| - [Price Four-penoe,)' Fa rh 17 


gold by 2 Eichert, at the Bible and Crown, in Cal 
1 near St. Pauls; ; and by Jun Feller . "the! 'Bibi 
and Dove, in  Pater-noſter-Row 
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